REMARKS 

The Examiner objected to the drawings under 37 C.F.R. § 1.83(a). The 
Examiner rejected Claims 1-14 under 35 U.S.C. § 112, second paragraph as being 
indefinite. Such rejections are noted. 

Figure 6, showing a prior art trailer jack, has been added and the Specification 
has been amended to describe the details of the prior art jack. Applicant respectfully 
submits that Claims 1-14 are allowable. 

Objection to the Drawings under 37 C.F.R. § 1.83(a). 

The Examiner objected to the drawings under 37 C.F.R. § 1.83(a). The 
Examiner asserts that the drawings must show every feature of the invention specified 
in the claims. 

Initially, Applicant points out to the Examiner that the it is the preamble to the 
claims that describes the features that the Examiner wishes to have illustrated in the 
drawings. The Applicant's invention, as described in the claims, does not include the 
features of the prior art trailer jack, although the Applicant's invention does interact 
with the prior art jack. 

Regardless, Applicant has added Figure 6 to the Application and amended the 
Specification to describe the features illustrated in the added figure. Figure 6 
illustrates a prior art trailer jack and the paragraph added to the Specification 
describes the operation of the prior art jack. With this added figure and amendment 
to the Specification, Applicant respectfully requests that the Examiner withdraw his 
objection to the drawings. 

Rejection Under 35 U.S.C. § 112, second paragraph 

The Examiner rejected Claims 1-14 under 35 U.S.C. § 1 12, second paragraph 
as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject 
matter which applicant regards as the invention. 
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With respect to Claims 1-14, the Examiner states: 

. . first (1 16) and second (1 14) tube members telescopically mounted relative 
to one another, the first tube member having a jack foot (118) attached to a 
distal end and selectively engaging a supporting surface the first tube member 
(Figure 1, 116) having a plurality of apertures spaced apart along the 
length of the first tube member and adapted for movement of one of the 
apertures of the first tube member into register with an aperture of the 
second tube member, and a jack pin (120) adapted to engage and disengage 
with registered apertures of the first and second tube members ..." 

First, the drawings do not illustrate apertures on the first and second 
tube members 1 14 and 116. Secondly, the jack in is adapted to engage with an 
aperture on the lever arm and clamping member, not the first and second tube 
members. Are the first and second tube members of the independent claims 
intended to describe the tube members 302 and 304 of Figure 3? From what 
the examiner understands, it is this sliding relationship that allows the outer 
and innermost tubes to collapse. When segments 302 and 304 are pushed 
apart via. the lever arm, components 114 and then 116 can collapse. When 
components 302 and 304 are forced together by the lever arm, the clamping 
member locks tubes 114 and 1 16 in a stowed position? Concluding, the 
examiner does not fully understand how the applicants claimed invention 
operates. Furthermore, without drawings depicting essential claimed subject 
matter, it is extremely difficult to ascertain the scope of the claims. 

Paper No. 4, Application Serial No. 09/992,747, at 2 (emphasis in original). 

First, Applicant points out that the language quoted by the Examiner is 
contained in the preamble to the claim. The preamble to Claims 1-14 recites the 
structural elements of a prior art jack with which the Applicant's invention interacts. 
The first and second members identified in the preamble refer to the innermost tube 
116 and the middle tube 114 of a prior art jack. Applicant's invention is an 
attachment to a prior art jack, as detailed in the claims. Figure 1 of the Application 
illustrates one embodiment of Applicant's invention attached to a prior art jack. 
Figures 2 through 5 illustrate that embodiment of Applicant's invention without 
illustrating the prior art jack. 

In order to alleviate the Examiner's confusion, Applicant has added Figure 6, 
which illustrates the features of a prior art jack. Applicant has added a description of 
the prior art jack and its operation to the Specification. Applicant also refers the 
Examiner to Figure 1 of United States Patent Number 5,340,143, which illustrates a 
prior art jack similar to that illustrated in the Application. The '143 patent was 
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submitted via an Information Disclosure Statement by Applicant. Also, the 
Description of the Related Art section of the Application describes several similar prior 
art jacks. 

The "connecting arm" and the "lever arm" are elements of the Applicant's 
invention described in Claim 1. These elements attach to the prior art jack as detailed 
in the claim. 

The Examiner questions the role of members 302 and 304, which are elements 
of the clamping member 132. Specification, para. 17-19 and Figure 3. The Examiner 
is directed to Claim 4 in which the "clamping member includes a first half . . . having a 
first connecting member, said second half having a second connecting member 
coaxially oriented to and slidably engaging said first connecting member." Without 
further limiting the claim, the first connecting member and the second connecting 
member, in the illustrated embodiment, correspond to the members 302 and 304. 

As illustrated in Figure 1 and described in paragraph 18, the clamping member 
132 is clamped to the second tube member, or middle tube, 114 by bolts 310, 312, 
314 and their corresponding nuts 320, 322, 324. The clamping member 132 then 
moves with the middle tube 114 as it telescopes relative to the upper tube 112. Once 
clamped into place, the clamping member 132 is fixed. The lever arm 152 pivots 
about the bolt 316, thereby operating the jack pin 120 to reposition the first tube 
member, or the innermost tube, 116. Specification, paras. 12 and 19, Figs. 1 and 3. 

With the above amendments to the Specification and the addition of Figure 6, 
Applicant hopes that the Examiner comes to a better understanding of Applicant's 
invention. Accordingly, Applicant respectfully submits that the claims are not 
indefinite and are in condition for allowance. Applicant respectfully requests that the 
Examiner withdraw his rejections of Claims 1-14. 

Finally, Applicant submits that the illustrated embodiment was used as an 
example only, and Applicant has not intended to limit the claim to only the examples 
discussed above. 
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Conclusion 

In view of the amendment of the Specification and the addition of Figure 6, it is 
believed that the above-identified patent application is in a condition for the issuance 
of a Notice of Allowance. Such action by the Examiner is respectfully requested. If, 
however, the Examiner is of the opinion that any of the drawings or other portions of 
the application are still not allowable, it will be appreciated if the Examiner will 
telephone the undersigned to expedite the prosecution of the application. 

Please charge any additional fees associated with this communication, or credit 
any overpayment, to Deposit Account No. 16-1910 (27228.00). 


Pitts & Brittian, P.C. 
P.O. Box 51295 

Knoxville, Tennessee 37950-1295 
(865) 584-0105 Voice 
(865) 584-0104 Fax 
tkulaga@pitts-brittian . com 



Thomas A. Kulaga 
Registration No. 46,844 
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